
Laura Hammond - President 
 
Laura is an experienced professional with 17+ years of success 
leading Facilities Management, Construction Management, 
and Real Estate initiatives and teams. In her current role as Di-
rector, Corporate Facilities for Inspire Brands, she manages 
Capital initiatives related to the company’s Headquarters and 
Regional Support Centers from concept (site selection, lease 
negotiation) to execution (scope development, design, con-
struction). In her previous role as Department Manager, Cor-
porate Asset Management for Mercedes-Benz USA, Laura lead 
the company’s Facilities Management, Corporate Security, and 

Environmental Health & Safety teams for all MBUSA’s corporate locations in the U.S. She 
has unique experience managing high-profile Corporate headquarters, having been responsi-
ble for Facilities Management for Georgia Tech’s Scheller College of Business, Invesco’s 
Global Headquarters in Midtown Atlanta, and the Mercedes-Benz USA Headquarters in 
Sandy Springs. 
 
Laura is originally from Greenville, SC. She has a BBA in Management from the University 
of Georgia and a Masters in Building Construction and Integrated Project Delivery Systems 
from Georgia Tech. She is a LEED Accredited Professional in Operations & Maintenance. 
Laura is an active member of IFMA Atlanta and has served as the Chair for the Accredited 
Degree Program Committee for the past 2 years.  

Lyle Gladney - Vice President 
 
Lyle D Gladney, CFM is the new Facilities Director for the 
Emory Proton Therapy Center. Prior to joining Aramark in Jan-
uary, 2020, Lyle had an extensive career in Facilities with 
Johnson Controls. Lyle has managed operations in a variety of 
markets including detention, government, research and devel-
opment and class A office facilities. Lyle received a bachelor’s 
degree in Mechanical Engineering from Mississippi State Uni-
versity and holds the Facility Manager Professional designa-
tion and the Certified Facility Manager certification from the 
International Facility Management Association.  



Christopher McArthur - VP Communications 
 
With 28 years of marketing and brand building experience, 
Christopher has spent 22 of those years as a member of the 
APCO family. As the Marketing Manager for APCO, his re-
sponsibilities are a range of duties from campaign activations, 
sample design & production and sales sample support. In ad-
dition, Christopher is responsible for the strategic planning 
and execution of APCO’s presence at more than 20 
tradeshows across the US annually. Overseeing the concept 
designs, preparation and all logistics are key to the overall 
success in the efforts to further promote the APCO brand. 
 

Christopher has been an active Atlanta chapter member of IFMA for the past 4 years and he 
currently serves as Chair of the Business Partner Committee. APCO has been affiliated with 
IFMA on the National level as well as the Atlanta chapter for many years.  

Machelle Clarke - VP Professional Development 
 
Machelle Clarke is a Certified Facility Manager (CFM), Admin-
istrative Services Technical Services Supervisor and Transit Co-
ordinator for State Farm Insurance.  She has worked for State 
Farm Insurance for 33 years and was Project Team Lead in the 
standup of approximately 2.1 million square feet of office space 
at Park Center for State Farm in Dunwoody, GA.  
 
Machelle graduated from Georgia State University with a Bache-
lor of Arts degree in Philosophy.  In addition to her CFM, she 
holds the following insurance designations; Associate in Insur-
ance Services and Associate in General Insurance.  

 
Machelle has been an active member of the International Facilities Management Association 
(IFMA) Atlanta Chapter since 2009.  She is currently serving as Secretary and Co-Chair of IFMA 
Atlanta Workplace. She has also served in various other Board and Chair positions for the Atlanta 
Chapter including President.   She was a recipient of the 2015 Martha C Osborne CFM Award and 
the 2017 Distinguished Member Award. 
 
Machelle was selected by the Association of Commuter Transportation as the 2017 National 
Transportation Coordinator of the year.  She is actively involved in assisting State Farm employ-
ees with the use of alternative transportation and has been spearheading this work for the past 
eight years. 
 
Machelle is currently serving as Co-Chair on the North Fulton Improvement Network board for 
Transportation.  
 
Machelle has three children ages 20 (Conner) and 16 (Rachel and Tyler).  In her spare time she 
loves traveling, reading, gardening and spending time with her three children  



Mike Ghinga - Secretary 
 
Mike is a rare metro Atlanta native. Born and raised in Nor-
cross, he has lived in GA his entire life. Professionally, he is a 
Business Development Manager for EMCOR Services, Air-
cond, with a focus on projects. He works directly with Facilities 
Managers, Chief Engineers and Property Managers to resolve 
any HVAC related issues. His mission is to use his talents and 
abilities to create a loving, safe, happy, and prosperous life for 
his family, and maintain a positive attitude and sense of humor 
in everything he does. He looks for opportunities to help other 

driven professionals in a win-win manner. 
 
In his professional role, he is responsible for understanding the big picture needs of the FM 
and then focusing on the facility’s HVAC systems. He has been in the industry for 8 years now 
and has advanced from a technician’s apprentice all the way to his current role as BDM. Mike 
has an associate’s degree in Air Conditioning Technology from Gwinnett Technical Institute. 
He hopes to continue to grow his network, build more relationships, and position himself to 
have a direct impact on FM’s goals. 
 
Since joining IFMA and the Atlanta chapter in 2017, he has had a “service first” mentality. 
Mike has chaired several committees including the Sustainability Committee, Business Part-
ners Committee, and Communications Committee. He has been able to invest his time and en-
ergy into bettering our local chapter is excited about serving the Atlanta chapter this year as 

Debi Gilbert - Treasurer 
 
Debi is a motivated executive professional with 25+ years of 
progressive experience in Sales/Marketing/Advertising envi-
ronments including Print, Radio, Television, Digital and Expe-
riential. She has worked both as a business owner – owning 13 
magazines and a travel show among other businesses – and as 
an employee for major broadcasters – CBS, iHeart Media, Cu-
mulus and Entercom. Originally from Pensacola, Florida, she 
has spent time in multiple markets around the country and 
made the decision to relocate in 2015 from Las Vegas back to 
the East Coast, choosing Atlanta as her new home. Now an in-
tegral part of the Atlanta Commercial Real Estate industry, she 

is the CRE Business Development specialist for Greenwood Group Landscape Company here 
in Atlanta. She is active in IFMA Atlanta having served as President for 2018-2019 as well as 
chairing multiple committees. She is the founder/President of Lipstick & Heels. Debi and her 
husband Sam live in Alpharetta and travel as often as they can, whether it is by plane to a dis-
tant destination or in their RV. She is a mother of five, and grandmother of eight. 


